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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE 

AT COOKEVILLE 
 

ROSE M. HEMBROOK  
 Plaintiff 
 
V. 
 
DONALD SEIBER, in his individual capacity,  
 Defendant.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
CASE NO. ________________ 
 
12 Person Jury Demand 
 
 

COMPLAINT 
 

 Comes now ROSE HEMBROOK represented by attorneys BRAZIL CLARK, 

PLLC, and for her complaint would show: 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. This is a claim for relief pursuant to 42 U.S.C. §1983 for False Arrest in 

violation the Fourth Amendment to the United States Constitution and 

Malicious Prosecution in violation of the Fourth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution, made applicable to the State of Tennessee and those 

acting under color of state law by the Fourteenth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution. 

JURISDICTION 

2. This Court has original jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 

1343(a)(3)-(4) because this civil action is brought for the redress of 

deprivations of constitutional rights protected by 42 U.S.C. § 1983 and the 

Fourth and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution.  
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VENUE 

3. Venue is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1391(b)(1) because the 

Defendant resides in this judicial district.  

PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff Rose Hembrook (hereinafter referred to as “Plaintiff”) is a longtime 

resident in the city of Pikesville, located in Bledsoe County, Tennessee.   

5. Defendant Donald Seiber, (hereinafter referred to as “Detective Seiber”) is 

a Trooper for the Tennessee State Highway Patrol, and is a citizen and 

resident of Cumberland County, Tennessee. Defendant is being sued solely 

in his individual capacity.  

FACTS 

6. Ms. Hembrook is a longtime resident of Bledsoe County, Tennessee, where 

she operated a hemp farm in 2019.  

7. On August 14, 2019, The Tennessee Department of Agriculture issued a 

hemp producer license to Ms. Hembrook pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 43-

27-102 (West 2019). (Exhibit 1). 

8. On September 27, 2019, after a harvest, Ms. Hembrook cleaned up the dead 

leaves and other hemp refuse and collected the debris into garbage bags.   

9. Plaintiff loaded two garbage bags of hemp debris into the trunk of her car 

to be taken to the dump for disposal.  
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10. Before hauling away hemp refuse, out of an abundance of caution, Ms. 

Hembrook obtained a Hemp Movement Permit (Exhibit 2) from the Dept. 

of Agriculture.   

11. The permit, valid for September 27, 2019, authorized travel with rooted 

hemp from Ms. Hembrook’s farm in Pikeville, TN to the trash dump in 

Pikeville, TN.1 

12. The permit listed the Ms. Hembrook as an authorized party, along with her 

driver’s license number and vehicle.   

13. As she traveled to the dump on September 27, 2019, Trooper Seiber 

initiated a traffic stop for a seatbelt violation. 

14. As he approached her vehicle, Trooper Seiber smelled the odor of cannabis.  

15. Hemp and marijuana smell the same and are indistinguishable based upon 

smell alone. (See Cynthia A. Sherwood, Davis F. Griffin & Alexander H. 

Mills, Even Dogs Can't Smell the Difference the Death of "Plain Smell,' As 

Hemp Is Legalized, Tenn. B.J., December 2019, at 14, 15 (2019)). 

16. Trooper Seiber noticed that Ms. Hembrook had hemp debris on her shirt 

and noticed the two garbage bags in her car.  

17. Ms. Hembrook informed Trooper Seiber that she was hauling hemp debris 

and trash to the local dump.  

18. Trooper Seiber searched Ms. Hembrook’s car and opened the two trash bags 

filled with hemp debris.  

 
1 Because the hemp Ms. Hembrook carried in her vehicle was not “rooted” hemp, a movement permit was not 
actually required. Tenn. Code Ann. § 43-27-103 (West 2020).  
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19. Ms. Hembrook showed Officer Seiber her Tennessee Department of 

Agriculture Hemp License, Hemp Movement permit, and six certificates of 

analysis from a private lab (Exhibit 3 –  Lab Certificates of Analysis) 

These documents presented overwhelming evidence demonstrating the 

lawfulness of Ms. Hembrook’s conduct.  

20. During the traffic stop, two local County Sherriff’s Deputies arrived. The 

deputies explained that Ms. Hembrook’s farm had been investigated and 

was compliant with all Tennessee Department of Agriculture State 

Regulations.  

21. The two deputies further stated that the substance in Ms. Hembrook’s 

garbage bags was indeed hemp.  

22. Trooper Seiber failed to examine and willfully ignored the readily available 

exculpatory evidence presented by both Ms. Hembrook and the two sheriff’s 

deputies.  

23. The exculpatory evidence provided to Trooper Seiber defeats any probable 

cause he had to arrest Ms. Hembrook.  

24. Despite the evidence which Ms. Hembrook provided the Defendant and the 

statements by the deputies, Trooper Seiber charged Ms. Hembrook with 

felony Possession of Marijuana with Intent to Distribute/Sell/Manufacture 

in violation of Tenn. Code Ann. 39-17-417.  (Exhibit 4).  

25. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that he lacked probable cause 

to support these charges, particularly when he was provided with 
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paperwork from Ms. Hembrook and statements from two separate sheriff’s 

deputies all stating that the substance in Ms. Hembrook’s car was indeed 

hemp. 

26. Prior to September 27, 2019, Ms. Hembrook was employed with the Upper 

Cumberland Human Resource Agency (“UCHRA”) in Crossville, Tennessee 

and with Home Health Care.  

27. As a result of the felony charge initiated by Trooper Seiber, Ms. Hembrook 

was terminated from her job with UCHRA. 

28. On October 7, 2019, Plaintiff appeared at a hearing for the charges brought 

against her.  

29. At this court appearance, the prosecuting attorney requested an analysis 

from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation of Ms. Hembrook’s hemp.  

30. The analysis demonstrated again that the substance seized from Ms. 

Hembrook’s vehicle on September 27, 2019, was indeed hemp.  

31. On March 6, 2020, at 2:50 p.m., Trooper Seiber pulled over Ms. Hembrook’s 

vehicle without probable cause to believe that any crime had been 

committed.  

32. Trooper Seiber performed this stop purely to harass and intimidate Ms. 

Hembrook.  He had no reasonable articulable suspicion to initiate the traffic 

stop. 
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33. Fearing for her safety and knowing that there existed no legal basis for 

Trooper Seiber’s actions, Ms. Hembrook ran into a parking lot on foot while 

shouting for help.  

34. Trooper Seiber charged Ms. Hembrook with Evading Arrest, Resisting 

Arrest and Disorderly conduct and placed her under arrest. 

35. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that there was no probable 

cause to charge Ms. Hembrook with Evading Arrest, Resisting Arrest, or 

Disorderly Conduct.  

36. On March 18, 2020, the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation returned an 

Official Forensic Chemistry Report to Trooper Seiber stating that the 

substance in Plaintiff’s car on September 27, 2019 was hemp.  

37. On April 6, 2020, Ms. Hembrook appeared in court to answer the charges 

of Disorderly Conduct, Resisting Arrest and Evading Arrest in the General 

Sessions Court of Bledsoe County.  

38. On July 10, 2020, all criminal charges against Ms. Hembrook were 

dismissed by the General Sessions Court for Bledsoe County.  

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Violation of the Fourth Amendment – False Arrest  
(42 U.S.C. § 1983) 

 
39. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges all paragraphs above, as if fully set forth 

herein. 
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40. On September 27, 2019, Trooper Seiber, without probable cause, falsely 

arrested Ms. Hembrook and transported her to the Bledsoe County Jail. 

41. Trooper Seiber ignored the readily available exculpatory evidence which 

was provided to him during the initial traffic stop on September 27, 2019, 

and therefore lacked probable cause to arrest Ms. Hembrook.  

42. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that he lacked probable cause 

for any of these actions.  

43. Trooper Seiber intended to and did confine Ms. Hembrook without her 

consent on September 27, 2019. 

SECOND CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Violation of the Fourth Amendment – False Arrest 
(42 U.S.C. § 1983) 

 
 

44. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges all paragraphs above, as if fully set forth 

herein. 

45. On March 6, 2020 Trooper Seiber, without probable cause, falsely arrested 

Ms. Hembrook for Disorderly Conduct, Evading Arrest, and Resisting 

Arrest.  

46. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that he lacked probable cause 

for any of these actions. 

47. Trooper Seiber intended to and did confine Ms. Hembrook without her 

consent on March 6, 2020. 
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THIRD CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
 

Violation of the Fourth Amendment – Malicious Prosecution 
(42 U.S.C. § 1983) 

 
48. Plaintiff repeats and realleges all paragraphs above, as if fully set forth 

herein. 

49. Trooper Seiber ignored the readily available exculpatory evidence provided 

to him during the initial traffic stop on September 27, 2019, and therefore 

lacked probable cause to initiate criminal proceedings against Ms. 

Hembrook for Possession with Intent to Distribute/Sell/Manufacture 

Marijuana.  

50. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that he lacked probable cause.  

51. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that he made false statements 

regarding the substance found within Plaintiff’s car.  

52. Detective Seiber initiated criminal proceedings against Ms. Hembrook for 

possession of marijuana despite the masses of exculpatory evidence 

available to him prior to the arrest.  

53. The charge was dismissed against Ms. Hembrook on July 10, 2020.  

(Exhibit 4 – Certified Court Files; Exhibit 5 – Additional Certified 

Documents). 

54. Therefore, the criminal proceedings were favorably disposed.  
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FOURTH CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Violation of the Fourth Amendment – Malicious Prosecution 

(42 U.S.C. § 1983) 

55. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges all paragraphs above, as if fully set forth 

herein.  

56. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that he made false statements 

to support the charges against Plaintiff on March 6, 2020 for Disorderly 

Conduct, Resisting Arrest, and Evading Arrest. 

57. Trooper Seiber knew or should have known that no probable cause existed 

to initiate criminal proceedings against Ms. Hembrook for Disorderly 

Conduct, Resisting Arrest, and Evading Arrest. 

58. Despite these facts, Trooper Seiber initiated criminal proceedings against 

Ms. Hembrook for Disorderly Conduct, Resisting Arrest, and Evading 

Arrest. 

59. All charges against Ms. Hembrook were dismissed on July 10, 2020. 

(Exhibits 4, 5). 

60. Therefore, the criminal proceedings were favorably disposed.  

DAMAGES 

61.  As a result of each and every of the Defendant’s acts above alleged, the 

Plaintiff has suffered damages, including: 

a. Emotional distress; 

b. Deprivation of constitutionally protected liberty interests; 
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c. Deprivation of property; 

d. Humiliation and damage to reputation; 

e. Attorney’s Fees; 

f. Loss of enjoyment of life; 

g. Loss of income. 

62. Because the actions described herein reflect evil motive and intent or a 

reckless indifference to the federally protected rights of the Plaintiff, an 

award of punitive damages is appropriate and necessary to deter similar 

wrongdoing by this defendant and others similarly situated.  

 

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff requests: 

I. That a jury of 12 persons be empaneled to try this case; 

II. A declaratory judgment that Defendant’s conduct violated Plaintiff’s’ 

protected constitutional rights; 

III. Compensatory damages; 

IV. Punitive damages; 

V. Reasonable attorney’s fees and litigation expenses; 

VI. Pre- and post-judgment interest; 

VII. Such other and general relief as the court deems just. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/ Wesley Clark  
Wesley Clark, #32611 
Frank R. Brazil, #34586 
BRAZIL CLARK, PLLC 
2901 Dobbs Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37211 
615-730-8619 
615-514-9674 (fax) 
wesley@brazilclark.com  
frank@brazilclark.com 
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Certificate of Analysis Powered by Confident Cannabis
lofl

Country Fried Pies
11 Big Spring Gap
Pikeville.TN 37367

107goforth@gmail.com

(931) 254-0972

Lie#

Sweeten
Plant, Flower - Cured

Sample: 1908NBL0404.1013
Strain: Sweeten

Sample Received: 08/29/2019; Report Created: 08/30/2019; Expires: 09/29/2019

0.158%

Total THC

7.873%

Total Cannabinoids

<LOQ%

A9THC

5.982%

Total CBD

Cannabinoids Complete

Analyte LOQ Mass Mass

a % mg/g
THCa 0,101 0.180 1.80 1
A9-THC 0,101 ND ND

A8-THC O.lDl ND ND

THCV 0.101 ND ND

CBDa 0.101 6.695 66.95

CBD 0.101 0.110 1.10 1
CBDV 0.101 ND ND

CBNa 0.101 ND ND

CBN O.lQl ND ND

CBCa 0.101. 0.614 6.14 I
CBC 0.101 ND ND

CBCa 0.101 0.274 2.74 1
CBC 0.1 IJl ND ND

Total 7.873 78.73

Total THC = TNCa' 0.877 + A9-THC;Total CBD = CBDa * 0.877 <- CBD; LOQ = Limit of Quantitation: ND = Not Detected.

New Bloom Labs

5613 Tennessee Ave Suite 201

Chattanooga, TN

(844) 837-8223

Lie#

Natalie Siracusa

Lab Director

Confident Cannabis

All Rights Reserved

support@conftdentcannabis.com

(866) 506-5866

www.confidentcannabis.com

This product has been tested by New Bloom labs using valid testing methologies. Values reported relate only to the product tested and batched under the batch number identified above. Test
results are valid for one year after the completion data. New Bloom Labs makes noclaimsastotheefficacy, safety, or other risks associated with any detected or non-detected level of any
compounds reported herein. This Certificate shall not be reproduced except in full, without the written approval of New Bloom Labs.
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Certificate of Analysis powered by Confident Cannabis
lof 1

Country Fried Pies
llBig Spring Gap

Pikeville.TN 37367

107goforth@gmail.com
(931)254-0972

Lie.#

Wife
Plant, Flower ■ Cured

Sample: 1908NBL0404.1014
Strain: Wife

Sample Received: 08/29/2019; Report Created: 08/30/2019; Expires: 09/29/2019

0.105%

Total THC

<LOQ%

A9THC

5.650%

Total Cannabinoids

4.365%

Total CBD

Cannabinoids Complete

Analvte LOQ Mass Mass

% % mg/g
THCa 0.095 0.120 1.20 1
A9-THC 0.095 ND ND

A8-THC 0,095 ND ND

THCV 0.095 ND ND

CBDa 0.095 4.977 49.77

CBD 0,095 <LOQ <LOQ

CBDV 0.095 ND ND

CBNa •  0.095 ND ND

CBN 0.095 ND ND

CBGa 0.095 0.286 2.86 1
CBG 0.095 ND ND

CBCa 0.095 0.268 2.68 1
CBC 0.095 ND ND

Total 5.650 56.50

Total THC = THCa • 0.877 + A9-THC:Total CBD = CBDa ' 0.877 + CBD; LOQ = Limit of Quantitation; ND = Not Detected.

Vt
New Bloom Labs

5613TennesseeAve Suite 201

Chattanooga, TN

(844)837-8223

Lie#

Natalie Siracusa

Lab Director

Confident Cannabis

All Rights Reserved

support@confidentcannabis.com

(866)506-5866

www.confidentcannabis.com

This product has been tested by New Bloom Labs using valid testing methologies. Values reported relate only to the product tested and batched under the batch number Identified above. Test
results are validforoneyear after the completion data. New Bloom Labsmakesnoclaimsas to the efficacy, safety, or other risks associated with any detected ornon-detected level of any
compoundsrcportcdhcrcin. This Certificate ̂ h.ill not be rcDroduccd except in full, without the written approval of New Bloom Labs.
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it Certificate of Analysis
Powered by Confident Cannabis

lof 1

Country Fried Pies
11 Big Spring Gap

Pikeville, TN 37367

107goforth@gmail.com
(931) 254-0972
Lie#

Wife
Plant, Flower - Cured

Sample: 1909NBL0627.1436
strain: Wife

Sample Received; 09/11/2019; Report Created: 09/12/2019; Expires: 09/12/2020

luWiiKiU"*'

Cannabinoids

0.428%

Total THC

16.938%

Total Cannabinoids

<LOQ%

A9THC

13.513%

Total CBD

Complete

Analyte LOQ Mass Mass

% mg/g

THCa 0. .103 0.488 4.88 1

A9-THC 0,103 ND ND

A8-THC 0,103 ND ND

THCV 0.103 ND ND

CBDa 0.103 14.940 149.40

CBD 0.103 0.410 4.10 1
CBDV 0.103 ND ND

CBNa 0.103 ND ND

CBN 0.103 ND ND

CBGa 0.103 0,467 4.67 1

CBG 0.103 ND ND

CBCa 0.103 0.633 6.33 1
CBC n.li)3 ND ND

Total 16.938 169.38

Total THC = THCa' 0.8771- A9-THC;ToCal CBD = CBDa * 0.877 + CBD; LOQ = Limit of Quantitation; ND = Not Detected.

New Bloom Labs

5613 Tennessee Ave Suite 201

Chattanooga, TN

(844)837-8223

Lie#

Natalie Siracusa

Lab Director

Confident Cannabis

All Rights Reserved

support@confidentcannabis.com

(866) 506-5866

www.confidentcannafais.com

This product tias been tested by New Bloom Labs using valid testing methologles. Values reported relate only to the product tested and batched under the batch number identified above. Test
results are valid for one year after the completion data. New Bloom Labs makes no claims as to the efficacy, safety, or other risks associated with any detected or non-detected level of any
compounds reported herein. This Certificate sti,iil not be reproduced except in full, without the written approval of New Bloom Labs.
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Certificate of Analysis Powered by Confident Cannabis
lof 1

Country Fried Pies
11 Big Spring Gap

Pikeville.TN 37367

107goforth@gmail.com
(931)254-0972

Lie,#

Sweeten
Plant, Flower - Cured

Sample; 1909NBL0627.1437
Strain: Sweeten

Sample Received: 09/11/2019; Report Created: 09/12/2019; Expires: 09/12/2020

0.299%

Total THC

12.297%

Total Cannabinoids

<LOQ%

A9THC

9.287%

Total CBD

Cannabinoids Complete

Analyte LOQ Mass Mass
\i/
/' % mg/g

THCa 0,090 0.341 3,41 1
A9-THC 0.090 ND ND

A8-THC 0,090 ND ND

THCV 0.090 ND ND

CBDa 0.090 10.432 104.32

CBD 0,090 0.138 1.38 1
CBDV 0.090 ND ND

CBNa 0.090 ND ND

CBN 0.D90 ND ND

CBGa 0.090 0.809 8.09 1
CBG 0.090 ND ND

CBCa 0.090 0.577 5.77 1
CBC 0.090 ND ND

Total 12.297 122.97

Total THC = THCa * 0.877 + Zi9-THC;Total CBD = CBDa ' 0.877 + CBD; LOQ = Limit of Quantitation; ND = Not Detected.

New Bloom Labs

5613 Tennessee Ave Suite 201

Chattanooga, TN

(844)837-8223

Lie#

Natalie Siracusa

Lab Director

Confident Cannabis

All Rights Reserved

support@confidentcannabis.com

(866) 506-5866

www.confidentcannabis.com

This product has been tested by New Bloom Labs using valid testing methologies. Values reported relate only to the product tested and batched under the batch number identified above. Test
results are valid for one year after the completion data. New Bloom Labs makes no claims as to the efficacy, safety, or other risks associated with any detected or non-detected level of any
compounds reported herein. This Certificate shall not be reproduced except in full, without the written approval of New Bloom Labs.
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Certificate of Analysis Powered by Confident Cannabis
lof 1

Country Fried Pies
11 Big Spring Gap
Pikeville.TN 37367

107goforth@gmail.com

(931)254-0972

Lie.#

Wife
Plant, Flower-Cured

Sample: 1909NBL1054.2311
strain: wife

Sample Received: 09/26/2019; Report Created: 09/27/2019; Expires; 09/27/2020

0.282%

Total THC

10.135%

Total Cannabinoids

<LOQ%

A9THC

8.411%

Total CBD

Cannabinoids
(Method of Analysis: HPLC)

Complete

Analyte LOQ Mass Mass

%• mg/g

THCa 0.09S 0.321 3.21 1
A9-THC 0,095 ND ND

A8-THC 0.095 ND ND

THCV 0.095 ND ND

CBDa 0.095 9.354 93.54

CBD 0.095 0.208 2.08 1
CBDV 0.095 ND ND

CBNa 0.095 ND ND

CBN 0,095 ND ND

CBGa 0.095 ND ND

CBG 0.095 ND ND

CBCa 0.095 0.252 2.52 1
CBC 0.095 ND ND

Total 10.135 101.35

Total THC = THCa * 0.877 + a9-THC;Total CBD = CBDa * 0.877 + CBD; LOQ » Limit of Quantitation; NO = Not Detected.

If
New Bloom Labs

5613TennesseeAve Suite 201

Chattanooga, TN

(844)837-8223

Lie#

Natalie Siracusa

Lab Director

Confident Cannabis

All Rights Reserved

support@confidentcannabis.com

(866)506-5866

www.confidentcannabis.com

Thisproduct has been tested by New Bloom Labsusingvalid testing methologies. Values reported relate only to the product tested and batched under the batch number Identified above. Test
results are valid for one year after the completion data. New Bloom Labs makes no claims as to the efficacy, safety, or other risks associated with any detected or non-detected level of any
con>pounds reported herein. This Certificate shall not be reproduced evcept in full, without the written approval of New Bloom Labs

Case 2:20-cv-00058   Document 1-3   Filed 09/17/20   Page 5 of 6 PageID #: 18



Certificate of Analysis Powered by Conftdent Cannabis
lof 1

Country Fried Pies
11 Big Spring Gap

Pikeville.TN 37367

107goforth@gmail.com
(931) 254-0972

Lie.#

Sweetened
Plant, Flower - Cured

Sample: 1909NBL1054.2312
strain: sweetened

Sample Received: 09/26/2019; Report Created: 09/27/2019; Expires; 09/27/2020

0.322%

Total THC

13.306%

Total Cannabinoids

<LOQ%

A9THC

10.768%

Total CBD

Cannabinoids
(Method of Analysis: HPLC)

Complete

Analyte LOQ Mass Mass

>V
/V % mg/g

THCa 0,095 0.367 3.67 1

A9-THC 0.095 ND ND

A8-THC 0.095 ND ND

THCV 0.095 ND ND

CBDa 0.095 12.084 120.84

CBD 0.095 0.170 1.70 1
CBDV 0.095 ND ND

CBNa 0.095 ND ND

CBN 0,095 ND ND

CBGa 0.095 0.240 2.40 1
CBG 0.095 ND ND

CBGa 0.095 0.445 4.45 1
CBG 0.095 ND ND

Total 13.306 133.06

Total THC = THCs ' 0.877 A9-THC;Total CBD = CBDa " 0.877 t CBD; LOQ= Limit of Quantitation; ND = Not Detected.

New Bloom Labs

5613 Tennessee Ave Suite 201

Chattanooga, TN

(844)837-8223

Lie#

Natalie Siracusa

Lab Director

Confident Cannabis

All Rights Reserved

support@confjdentcannabis.com

(866) 506-5866

www.confidentcannabis.com

This product has been tested by New Bloom Labs using valid testing methologles. Values reported relate only to the product tested and batched under the batch number identified above. Test
results are valid tor oneyear after the completion data. New Bloom Labsmakesnoclaimsasto the efficacy, safety, or other risks associated with any detected ornon-detected level of any
compounds reported herein. This Certificate shall not be reproduced except in full, without the written approval of New Bloom Labs.
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